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	"Addressing Holocaust Survivors' Unique Health, Emotional Issues, Claims Conference Launches Online Journal to Aid Caregivers
With aging Holocaust survivors facing health and emotional issues that often differ from other elderly individuals due to the suffering and persecution of their youth, those caring for them can benefit from specialized support and resources. The Claims Conference has launched Kavod: Honoring Aging Survivors, a Professional Journal for Care Givers and Families, an online publication for caregivers to elderly Holocaust survivors to help them navigate the unique challenges of working with this population.

By providing background on the emotional and physical needs of Holocaust victims and expert guidance in addressing those needs, Kavod intends to assist caregivers in providing the best possible aid to survivors. The journal's scholarly articles are written by experts with both academic and practical experience in the issues that are specific to this population.

As they age, victims of Nazi persecution may develop more acute ailments than other elderly due to prolonged malnutrition or the extreme physical abuse suffered during the Shoah. Additionally, emotional traumas sometimes long-buried may surface as Holocaust victims age, with the normal anxieties brought on by old age magnified due to their wartime experiences and loss.

For those aiding and caring for Holocaust victims, it often helps to know how others have dealt with these issues and to receive guidance in providing the best possible care for survivors. Kavod intends to be a forum for sharing innovative ideas, and to link those caring for survivors in different cities and countries so they may learn from one another and support one another.

The contents of the inaugural issue, at kavod.claimscon.org, include articles on alleviating the isolation of survivors in certain retirement communities in the U.S.; working with Nazi victims in remote communities; an overview of Holocaust literature over the decades; and examination of successful programs for survivors in two communities.
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The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany (Claims Conference) represents world Jewry in negotiating for compensation and restitution for victims of Nazi persecution and their heirs. The Claims Conference administers compensation funds, recovers unclaimed Jewish property, and allocates funds to institutions that provide social welfare services to Holocaust survivors and preserve the memory and lessons of the Shoah. 

 

For more information: www.claimscon.org
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